Though American critics like Mr. Archibald Henderson and Mr.
Nethercot find fault with the pseudo-realism and synthetic slang
of the play, the play is a powerful sermon in the form of a one
act play.
The contrast between the genuine inspiration of Blanco and the
flippancy and irreverence of the manner of his preaching provide
the humour of the scene. Though the conversion of Blanco is
convincing enough, his sermon appears a little improbable, coming
from his lips. Blanco, a specimen of mining-camp humanity,
preaches Shaw's philosophy of the Life Force, Regarding the
manner of his conversion how God got him, he says:
Blanco.
He's a sly one. He's a mean one. He lies
low for you. He plays cat and mouse with
you. He lets you run loose until you think
yoifre shut of Him; and then, when you
least expect it, He's got you.1
Blanco quotes scriptural authority for his view of God, and says
that " He comelh like a thief in the night/' Blanco's account
of evil is also Shavian, that the croup bacillus was an error of
the Life Force. The purpose for which God created man, according
to Blanco, is to do God's work. Unlike Milton, except in the
Simpleton of the unexpected Isles, Shaw docs not believe in the
angelic instruments of God, God or the Life Force, according
to Shaw, having no feet and hands, depends on man for the carry-
ing out of his plans* He also chooses sometimes unpromising
instruments like Blanco, The ending of the play is Shavian,
justice is represented as being the enemy of divine grace.
Shaw's reaction from his loss of belief in changing man by Socialism
and more so from his loss of belief in man as a democratic political
animal, led him to toy with the idea of the Superman, />/ Man
and Superman, the concept of the Superman is embodied in the
form of a discussion-play. The inner action of the play takes
1.   The Shewtog-up of Blauco Posntt, 593.I.e.
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